6             NAPOLEON'S CAMPAIGN IN POLAND.

days later, the Austrian forces in Italy, under the Archduke
Charles, were compelled to retreat before Massena in the
hope of covering Vienna, now threatened by Napoleon's
advance. Negotiations for an armistice failed, owing to
Napoleon's excessive demands.

Prussia had, at last, come to a sense of the false position
she was occupying. She attempted no resistance to the
invasion of Hanover, now almost entirely clear of French
soldiers, by the allied troops of Russia, Sweden, and England.
The Prussian cabinet had taken offence at the violation of
Anspach territory, by the march through it of Trench troops
on their way to the Danube. So strong was the feeling
against France that Duroe, Napoleon's ambassador, left
Berlin whilst the King and the Czar, who had arrived there,
solemnly swore to rearrange Europe on the lines of the
treaty of Luneville. Haugwitz was despatched to inform
Napoleon of this intention and, in the event of its non-
acceptance by him, to declare war against him on the part
of Prussia. On the 15th December, Prussia had decided on
a course which, if she had followed it two months earlier,
placed as she was on the flank of the line of march from
Boulogne to the Danube, would have frustrated the Emperor's
whole plan. Whilst she was making up her mind to an
honest course, Napoleon had entered Vienna, had moved to
Brunn, and had finally, on the anniversary of his coronation,
inflicted on the Austrians and their Eussian allies the
decisive defeat of Austerlitz. Haugwitz, arriving at the
French headquarters with the Prussian ultimatum in his
pocket, was put off till after the impending battle. Its
result caused him to take a very different course, to suppress
the ultimatum, the terms of which Napoleon could guess,
to offer Prussia's congratulations on the victory, and to con-
clude a disgraceful treaty by which his master bartered the
honour of Prussia for the cession of Hanover.

Austria defeated, not crushed, agreed to the terms of the
treaty of Presburg, to cede territory to Italy and to Bavaria,